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/^U Reverend King's request, the Director met ' 

Abern athy, Secretary of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference* (SCLC); 

In, Andrew Young, Executive Assistant to King; and Walter Taun troy, SCLC U * j 
representative here In Washington, at 3:35 p.m., 12-1-64, ia the Director's Office. Vj 



I met King and his associates in the hallway outside the Director's Offici 
An attempt was made to rush them directly through the reception room, however, -King 
•lowly posed for the cameras and newsmen before proceeding. 






Upon being Introduced to the Director, Reverend King indicted his 
0 variation for Mr. Hoover's seeing him then stated that Reverend Abernathy would 
speak first. Reverend Abernathy told the Director it was a great privilege to meet the 
distinguished Director of the FBI— a man who had done so much for his country. 
Reverend, Abernathy expressed the appreciation of the Negro race for the Director's 
fine work in the field of civil rights. He stated that the Negroes had problems, 
particularly in the South, and, therefore, had requested a discussion with ihe Director 
•t the very time their people were continuing to "rise np from their bondage. " 



t 




Reverend King spoke up. He stated it was vitally necessary to keep a' 
working relationship with the FBI. He wanted to clear up any misunderstanding which 
might have occurred. He stated that some Negroes had told him that the F2I had been 
ineffective, however, he was inclined to discount such criticism. Reverend King askec 
that the Director please understand that any criticism of the Director and ihe F3I whic* 
had been attributed to King was either a misquote or an outright misrepresentation. H' 
staled this particularly concerned Albany, Georgia. He stated that the only time be had 
bver criticized the FBI was because of instances in which Special Agents who had been’ 
given complaints in civil rights cases regarding brutality by police officers were seen 
the following day being friendly with those same police officers. King stated tfc»5, of 
course, promoted distrust Inasmuch as the police sometia.es "brutalized" Negroes. 

~ * * * £ 7 J ■ - 

TN. 



Enclosure- i *f*]t tf 

0 Mr. Bclmon t 1 - Miss Gandy 

a - Mr. Rosen , 1 — Miss Holmes 

1 - Mr. Eulllvan 1- Mr. Jones 

. .‘*t - Mf ' mrA-VnU' > rtr-rnK In PVS&’T'rN'T) P& 







V • •. .• * 



♦ - -«» — , 







p . • i ' -• * - . y, — - • * 

PeLoach to Mohr 12-2-04 ** ^ * 1 •_ 
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4 * d * r * at w«-k of a* i 

Mississippi He added that frt SJSSS?** Re stated this was particularly true in 

n. mu « great b.« rery eignificant 
that NeerooM should not reoort wm v ev * rend Kinfc denied that he had ever staL 

*uch report lug in tnany Instances H« rul *° He said he had actually encou: 

I communiUcn, especiaC^«£!*G?or^^^ *"* relationsh^L^y 

cono - <i * -»* 4ft WttJSKz&x’g-wS: ,uted 1 

OB rioting **„ a^r^~* “ r * ctor, ‘ report to the President this sumi 
‘‘'‘'^U^He^e*dtoI d 2S£ *" currenU y laboring" under a re- 

^^-SsSS^II^pS 

uJ LC€6S nonviolence rather Hia^ violence. * ^ OWever * Pointed cut th. 




-I 

pS££3l ffi2“ 6 b? ^ *5£ 

SS'^?^S^£SS» , 5S5iiS£ 

SspSSSSs 

* gam + — *“ — £££?& K^s.!SS era °**“«2&* 

Ms. Lf*^ 1 4 | #;#1 

2C2SyM“- «"«'S‘Ju e S?ve t ta when trouble toe?* tad wSSSSTaig 
rSSted » L ,,rtv * °" cl “0». The D^^tor «» Director explained t= 

no lnfnnl^s ‘’1’1’ortuaistic efforts of rnl “® ntIoned ^ W« riot report to the Presicif 
this facL* 1 ^! 1 IJ, ° future ol the Negro race^ild^af vi* the ” stated communists hare 
— h. Tiu ' Sector spoke briefly of commwti* 1 ?/' 01 911 peopIe » «hould be aware 
- . ' ricuy of communist attempts to inf Uf rate the labor 
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The Director told King and his associates that the FBI shares the same 
ispaJr which the Negroes suffer when Negro leaders refused to accept the deep 
ssponsibility they have in the civil rights movement. He 6tated that when Negroes are 
S? ncouraged not to cooperate with the FBI this sometimes frustrates or delays successful 
g? olution of investigations. The Director told King that he had personally gone to 

Mississippi to meet with Governor Paul Johnson inasmuch as there had been practically 
»o liaison between the Department of Justice, the President and the State of Mississippi 
eforehand. The Director stated that upon meeting Governor Johnson the Governor 
H ^plained honestly that he was a segregationist, however, abhorred violence* The 
^ Hrector stated that he had told Governor Johnson they haa a common meeting ground 
H 5 nasmuch as he was in Mississippi to put an end to violence and brutality* The Director 
gg old Governor Johnson that he would like to do this in collaboration with the State Police, 
Oowever, if the FBI could not receive such cooperation we would do it on our own. The 
p* director then made reference to watermoccasins, rattlesnakes and redneck sheriffs, in 
s-t^at order, who still exist in Mississippi who represent the trashy type of characters whf 
e P ro “ otin 6 civil rights violations* The Director told King that we had trained twenty 
■Representatives of the Mississippi state Highway Patrol and that this bad represented a 
food move to promote better cooperation and solution of civil rights cases* 

’» - 

© The Director told Reverend King that the FEI had put tha 'Tear of God" la 

*ie Ku IQux JQan (KKK). He told King that'we knew of the identity of the murderers of 
^j.\e three civil rights workers and that these murderers weald coon be brought to trial* 
^The Director then spoke of the terror in Mississippi bachwoods and of the fact that 
•heriffs and deputy sheriffs participate in crimes of violence* Ke summarized by telling 
l we » therefore, are under the same strain that sincere Negro leaders are under 
Director added that the KKK constantly Hairing the FBI and that we have currently 
sen classified as the ,r Federal Bureau of Integration'* in Mississippi* 

• 

The Director told King that many cases, which have been brought about as 
result of FBI investigation, must be tried in State Court* He spoke of the difficulty in 
obtaining a verdict of guilty in instances in which white juries are impaneled in cases 
involving white men* The Director spoke of the KICK involvement in the Lemuel Penn cs 
just outside of Athens, Georgia* He stated this was an outrageous miscarriage of justice 
~ that the defendants, despite the open and shut et&ence on the part of the FBL had been 
quitted. 

•' The Director made It clear to Reverend King and his associates that the 

FBI could not state whether a conviction would be obtained or not in the case involving tb 
murdered three civil rights victims. Be stated, however, that the FBI has excellent 
evidence in this case* The Director then explained that it was most necessary for the 
not to "Jump the gun" unless we had sufficient evidence in which a case coifd be 
tw jht to trials % 

\ 
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- J 1 ?* DLrect0r reference to Reverend Eng** allegation that the FB' 

associates with law enforcement officers who have been involved in civil righ* 
ioiauons. He stated emphatically that, "Til be damned If the FBI has associated witj 
of these people nor will we be associated with them in the future. " The Director 
jlained that the FBI, not only because of the very nature of the law but also because 
ie background of our investigative employees, was in full sympathy with the sincere 

K**** C VU W “? ement - He stated that the FBI cLt SERIES* 
id assistance in order to solve cases. He added that he made it a point, several veai 

f°* t ° A ^!f Sfe ^ ort ^ ern Special A S enta to southern offices. He stated that, for the m 
Sd ton h hT b f r ?K A f entS * re asslgned clvU *fchts in the South. Tli Director 

AgentS ' regardless of where they are bora, will 
*** thoroughly. He mentioned, however, that tt waTiinfj 

RT2E ^5RS£ 

ix tSEtgssz* r. as* unjustl£iable and ^ n ° 

attSK? 

riSSSKS aa«ff»^«s5Ss 

fny 2SE&2SZ iWSTSJP wwli •"“* “ 

.’the general puljUcT an^nart fcuS^^v.1 ^* iere a ^ rea ^ misunderstanding today amo. 

4n the way of investigations tha^tm 6 ^ egr ° e 45 to wha * the FBI can and cannot do 

P ^rosecutto^cuSS^ SiSSSS? ESEXSSi **• ” recom “-d 

i vkrrcstie He stated that thA irnT * stated that Agents cannot make w on the sc 

'u32tet£S£ « j«^e r 

the Department has authorized such investigations# 



"stated that the FBI SZTJZl spoke . of „ fte FB f r ‘ successful penetration of the KKK. He 
•omd nrtic? toSc^fi?T ieW fu d *“■*«*•» of the KKK in Mississippi and bai 

•Uted our pen^ratlon S tte raacte.Hif ° UMe ° CCUrS W * plan to come to thera tot H 
O’-tratcd Uie co^iml “ 6uccessM “ “ a nner in which we 
in inf Lit ratine the iooc h« i 016 ^° vi . e I t espionage services. He stated that our progre 
arc fight ino amnn-r^ has . bcen B ° rzpid tiat Man members now suspect each other and 
the killing of the threl^SV^M^ 11 * DIrector mentioned that we have two confessions t 
toUoTtnZ V 1 r l 5htS W0rkcr8 * He added that the Man in Mississippi has 

*«a peat)** thp mpmhprs of this oreanization are apprehensiv 
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” IdSt ' ** “•«*" ■“* >“ tod person 
, . spoke of the FBI's case in Louisiana In the late usau «_ pnf 

ss~- «=ss; ^zSsS? 

sometimes know in Advance whai th+ vw^io boon so extensive that we now 

accordingly. what the KKK plans to do and takepror-otlve measures 

0 . . 

te» •"* “ ssjSKSvsr^iu. 

^ • 

ir^tnnfr> 4 f ^?o Director told Reverend King and his associates that tot 

*^«^”co^«„«rs*uch 

gas do” ?y «sI?UdEw * 5S«,m e *„f n^“,, to , Cl S I r J ehts He sSed this 

represents slow progress, tot rrMress’^S^^^ if™Xf r > «d«ittedly, this 
t Jampsign will be coSnued iJd thS U wm ^e^Uv ^'h^' 1 '^^ ?* caUoniJ 
«ao,pl. of . Mississippi Sheriff who reccnXyToZ^Z* SSK 

AfcX thTskui S ^S2?2 , . am0n fd their peoplc - A" 01 *" would be to educate the 

5?ntioned ^ * Uie ,° pcn mark ^ The SrTctor 
Uso told King he wanted ^ es ™ c f coald easil y learn skills. The Director 

ta Uielr actions. He sti^d^^^ re l ffistrars *“ ** «^th Were now more careful 
ns. He stated that there were less attemots now to orevent Neeroes from 
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tol? Re ««nS^Kl^ C tj^t^ e ^^ I 1 ^ ,1 ^¥" E mcl * artI <»3 very carefully. The Directi 
.discrimination lnea^gpilf.s £ “Wnc Progress In violations regiding 

H Ceorgla, in which survlttiances have 6 ^™^?'^ 1 * “? mple * restaurant in Allant 
being servnd at partK rrtZSS* “ “‘-of-etate cars arc 

flavor of equality in eatine olnce* , T1 ) e ^ Jirector stated he personally was In 

^ jas not in favor of taking N^o childSn Wot 12 b^ever, h< 

toeir parents wanted them to go toT^hLi^Lf^i arross town **®ply because 
neighborhood. - p,t °‘ 801,001 than those in their specific 

fejjy. *» the comple 

[problem. Be stated that meanwhUeTm bolted. States regarding the racial 

jin a thorough and impartial manner. He reil^r- ?u to handle lts responsibilities 

■JJ 05 ® 0011011 ,n Federal Court despite the fact FBIcannot enccwrage 

i added that some Judges cannot be trusted. ^tslocU courts cannot be trusted. H< 

• 

? ®?“ «V* to *>« ^- d t CIa^e<, ^ verdlct of the 

Several editorials deplorfci" ~l er V\ “*S , ! k r ckson > Mississippi, paper 
• n ;^f h burn ^ 3 * The same editorials 5 a ? d P artlcl P^ttor. in 

problems. The Director stated that . I ™ no wa y to *olve racial 

gM^n, Mississippi, this summer to the ’ sf'S**v.^? dc ** r press conference In 
E/r^that an end was put to the violence of homy * * Cl *’j *^. 1 * 8 v, * as i° Mississippi to see to It 
g©* 1 *® backwoods ^rrerSsT " * beffio!n S s burning churches had had aomelffcc 

■ v/\l 

# *, 

aestton is often ratoed as to^hetoe- ”?*? 11 vei 7 clear that the 

he has to the past and v;m co-rfL^^ 0 **** ClvU rights worker s or Negrc 
Jhat the FBI does not have the authority no-*the £w S rfw5 rCP / Uch questions on the basis 
M wl >en the Department of Justice dZZnc J f to protect anyone. He state 

Responsibility of U. S. Marshals Thr» Negroes be protected this is the 

investigative agency and cannot smd F , BI ,s *trictly an 

, 8 Director repeated very emphatlc'illv t'ji omi elf beyond legislated Jurisdiction* 
borough and impartial he wanted to «sVafa r^' Whi1 ^ our lnvest Ig^tions are very defLilte 1 
ccoclol*. over lmcTof* SS ?£? “»* “ ^verend King or 

bout this matter immediately. ~ % *hot.ing bias or prejudice he wanted to know 

South but also in^^iortte * d wc luive clv11 ^Bhts cases not only in the 
tolod that there hove toen some cUBh?to ^,“ Kew York and c “«go. H. 
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. t 

^Imself In ?! rcct ^ r f poke on ? e agaln 01 **“ necessity of the Negro edicattng •! 

jmseu in order to compete In manual and professional skills. He mentioned the * < 

P^mpleof a shoeshine boy in Miami, Florida, who turned out to be, after questioning 

^n^ff C ^ r, ^i gTaduate 01 Howard University. TMs shoeshinfC a Ne^ 0 g ' 

c^e rf^ c^ e S°w "2J* C i? d 1 ? ,t get a l° b above l^el S^hoeshtae boy 2 
cause of the color of his skin. The Director stated this, of course was wronv^n* 

“SkToJ he, -or anyone in the FBI, share the optakm tStthe 

“, h0uld ** ^ Director spoke 3 his pride ta . 

Eg? r mentioned Special Agent Aubrey Lewis, the fonner 

|otre Dame track star who is currently assigned to the New York Division. 

. , • ^ ^e Director spoke of a Miami Special Agent who was transfer™* t* *w 

rst a little upset^twutSina^ 61 ^ f Xpla ^f d to ^ Director 00 one occasion that he was 
- K g transferred to Miami because he felt that his race would - 

■ * ww gver r much to his surprise, that the white peoDle in 

“ . -tick" simply betS'cTlS TSSSLS^SS^JS^!^ * 

: sar sasaa sr ~ me 

^Sst5& , 5rs5si3SSH£3SSSSS^^S&S£?“ 

fewjaiK kHSSS 

Efveren? Kin^tha t ^ Neffro wbo was Qualified for the position. The Director told 

gtfthe colorof s^ersm'fs^"’ * " 0t Irt down “ r «»»Ulc*tloiis simply because 

t we a^tioSfy^ 1 p^lfS w* to jSThJ stated 

• * • f-'V. 

ll not #«i ,"^ e Director mentioned that he wanted to make it very ©lain that the FBI 

betas ™ » ^iSSSS.* - s? 

©;e a church. He state* ° f our Agent5 was Jumped by five hoodlums 

rector mended th-5^1 bourns were immediately taught a lesson. The 

rtain, through le^al means e «r ar hocKilums » f° r every mai we lose we make 

° oiU ans of course, that the hoodlums lose the same number or more 
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Director proudly spoke of the ability of Agents to outshoot and 
wight hoodlums and other individuals who attempted to take advantage of our oersonne 
le stated the KKK is afraid to "mix” with our Agents. He mentioned that the JOan was 
lyellow.** He stated they are brave as long as they have the majority with them but 
'raid when they face an equal number. , 

• ....... 

, Tk® Director spoke of the Mack Charles Parker case In Poplarville, 
fllsslBsIppL He stated that cxir evidence in this case had been turned over to Governor 
oleman, the then Governor of that State. He mentioned that Governor Coleman was a 
:ent type of individual who had Immediately seen to it that a State Court received the 
ideiwe contributed by the FBI. The Director mentioned that our evidence in this case 

. ever > Grand Jury refused to indict, the subjects involved in the 

Mm? of Parker. 




_ Director told Reverend King that in many instances our Agents have 

iwa ►+< hCy . har *« be !! 1 ref y* ed food and lodging and many things are done to 

by the FBL He stated that nevertheless we continue 
gather^oldence in an expeditious and thorough manner. 

. Reverend Abernathy stated that the Negroes have a real problem in 
yDj 1 ? d0 ^[ l tte current system of segregated voting tests in the South. He 6tated it wa 
there *** kept alive 111 1* 16 Negro communities a ray of hope. He 
^d that the Negro people should not be allowed to fall Into an atmosphere of despair. 

* » 

The Director explained that this was a very important point. He stated 

P £? r S S **? bee ? made hIgher wa * es » voting registration and housing 
^ patters. The Director pointed out, however, that such progress baa not been 

^C P JSfi». ed S th * rab ^ erou8 ers who constantly attempt to stir up the Negroes against 

fhifi *? VB “ exam P le toe communist,Epton,in New York City. 

, T > “ e Director stated that Epton is sometimes pointed to as a person the Negro should 

^ C ?\“ e £ *£• mll l ta n cy. The Director stated this was wrong and tt Is also 
/rong to "mislead*' Negroes. . 

e, «... Reverend Abernathy stated t h a t the SCI. C does not want Negroes like' 
Upton te their movement. He stated that Reverend King, more than anyone else, has 
prevented people like Epton and the Muslims from taking over the civil rights movement.’ 
*evercnd Abernathy stated that actually the Negroes are a part of the Federal 
Jvemmcnt, therefore, anything that represents the Federal Government Is an 
neouragement to the Negro. He added that even the aide of a post office building or a 

eMivcs C |?if S* 1 ** 00 oura f era ??*, toe Negro. He mentioned that when a Negro 
SSS * Wwnmtton that a case in which he has been brutally mistreated is going to 
encrai court be feels encouraged over the fact that he will get a fair trial. Reverend 

*^d«5 r *^ I,t lr cd *f at . the SJUne problcra 18 tone when a Negro sees an FBI Agent. Ke 
Sr hu ;?! I i!“ r ° t f * els open encouragement Inasmuch as the FBI will not only fairly 
andlc his case but will serve as a great deterrent to violence. - 
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The Director stated that the KKK today Is represented by common white 
'trash. Be stated that the Klan was actually worse than the Communist Party inasmuch 
as the Klan resorts to violence while the communists usually emulate termites in their 

H ^activities. . 

m The Director reiterated that King and his associates should feel free to 
"call Mm at any time when they have knowledge of possible civil rights violations. King 
replied that over the past few years be has noted amazing signs of progress in the civil 

rights field. Be stated he has been very surprised to see some communities comply 

Jjwith the new civft rights statutes. Be stated there still are some pockets of resistence 
i ... ^particularly in the South. Be added that the SCLC is planning to stimulate voting 
registration activities in Belmc, Alabama, in the near future. Be mentioned that some 
^members of his organization have been successful in infiltrating this white community 
]Snd have learned there is a great potential for violence- in Selma. - 

R\1 The Director interrupted King and briefly detailed five cases in which the 

~]FBI has gathered evidence in Selma! Alabama. The Director identified these cases 
^fully, and specifically the cass against Sheriff James Clark. The Director mentioned 
» ithat these cases came about as a result of FBI investigation and that we were continuing 
-Jour investigations in Selma, Alabama. He mentioned that one case would come to trial 
cQpecember 9, 1664. The Director particularly made reference to the fact that we hav 
three excellent cases in Selma at the present time. 

WM Reverend King inquired as to whether his representatives should notify 

r^the FBI when they arrive In Selma, Alabama. Be quickly corrected himself that he kne* 
vqhis representatives should contact the FBI upon arrival, however, he asked the Directoi 
Ivjwhat would be the possibilities of FBI Agents being in Selma, Alabama, Inasmuch as 
^ there appeared to be a potential for violence. The Director specifically asked Reverend 
King when his activities would take place. Reverend Abernathy indicated such activity 
would take place around January 1 , ID 35. The Director clearly explained that FBI 
Agents would be in Selma, not for the purpose of '^protecting" anyone, but for the 
purpose of observing and reporting to the Department of Justice any possible violations 
of civil rights that might occur. Reverend King expressed appreciation in this regard. 

• i 

Reverend King stood up and stated he wished to express his personal 
(thanks for a most fruitful and necessary meeting. The Director told Reverend King that 
| he should get in touch with us at anytime he felt it was necessaxy. 



Reverend King mentioned that there were representatives of the press in 
the Director's reception room. He turned to me and asked if the FBI planned to make 
any comment regarding the meeting. I told him that the Director had instructed that we 
m£ke no comment whatsoever. Rsvercnd King asked the Director if there would be any 
cOctions if he read a short prepared statement to the press. The Director told 
Reverend King this, of course, was up to him. . 



_ o _ 



mwrnnrpn vi'vr aiftf 



' li 

TT • * — » — *■ — *, ■• •- - 4 - ^ - — 



i* 

V 

1 




>Loach to Mohr 12-2-04 
^ Martin Luther King, Appointment With Director, 3:35 p. m« , 12-1-64 ^ 

m m ,m>‘ • 

> In proceeding to the reception room. Reverend Ring palled art & press 

elease, land-written In ink, out of his right coat pocket. This press release obviousl; 
ad been prepared prior to the time Reverend King arrived at FBI Headquarters. A 
evious memorandum has been sent through reporting verbatim the comments by King 
the Directors reception room. 

CHON: . 

* - S is suggested that the attached letter be sent to the President con ce min 
ae meeting between the Director, Reverend King and his associates. 




. P? 



The General Investigative Division, Civil Rights Section, should take 
e note of the proposed activities in Selma, Alabama, and should instruct the 
proprlate office to make certain that Agents are on hand to observe activities In Seim 
iama, on or around January 1, 1965. 
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ndum of C. D. DeLoach, Criide Records Di 
ADDENDUM :CDD:dgs . 12/10/64 





} fuU y this work should eventually be done, particular!* 

an additional controversy arises with King. I see no necessity,” hinSvertaW s 

Co°Miilfr?S| dbn V t th * prefie " 1 l,me inasmuch as the controversy has quieted down 
considerably and wc are not In need of transcriptions right now/ In view of the 

ranscription^ilready accomplished, and because of the above-mentioned reasons 
ula acSJd°MTd > nd ^ h ° ld ° K d ° 1 "* tM * tremendou « amount of work until tire 




o 









vl*>. fK. 




► 



- 'kr/TZSSMt 



JL/* 



Tfy'rftSgP 



?CT 



**>!!« 



"I ' 

• ••• • ~r x •>- 



*. t 



